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Organic chemistry's innovative breadth is especially noteworthy in the area of natural products

synthesis. Since the early 1970s, this landmark chemical reference has been documenting the

newest and most important of these, in a readily understood format, that clearly traces each of their

synthetic routes. Volume Eight, the latest in the series, contains a long-awaited look at the synthesis

of tri- and tetracyclic diterpenes, along with the synthesis of naturally occurring quinones. Recent

interest in the biologically important polysaccharides has led to a detailed consideration of that

compound class. Finally, this new volume contains a look at the strategies and methods specific to

natural products containing the spiroketal functional group. The Total Synthesis of Natural Products,

Volume Eight, continues the meticulous work of the series, providing chemists with an entirely

up-to-date and convenient guide to the critical new syntheses essential to organic chemistry's

continuing evolution.
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